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ABSENTEE BALLOT
All qualified voters may vote by Absentee Ballot. 

Applications for Absentee Ballots may be obtained from the 
District Clerk, (rmcguinness@oneontacsd.org). Ballots must be 
submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 9, 2020. Ballots 
can be returned by mail or at 31 Center Street, Oneonta, NY 
in a secure drop box. If you have not received an absentee 
ballot and feel you should have, please contact the district 
clerk. For further information, call 433-8200, ext. 1300.

Dear Oneonta City School Community:
It is my sincere wish that this letter finds you all well. This pandemic 

has truly created many obstacles and opportunities for public education. But 
in true Oneonta City School District fashion, our community embraced 
the challenges that COVID-19 created and continued to be able to nurture 
the minds and bodies of our students. I could not be more proud to be a 
member of this community while having a front row seat as parents, students, 
community members and organizations, our faculty, staff, and administration 
came together for the good our students. The effort and support of all involved 
was nothing short of remarkable. 

I am writing to share that New York State Public School Districts will 
conduct budget and Board of Education member elections on Tuesday, 
June 9, 2020. Due to the pandemic, Oneonta City School District and 
those voting all throughout our state will cast their votes through absen-
tee ballot.

For the 2020-2021 school year, the Board of Education has adopted a 
budget of $40,942,352 that represents a -0.42% expenditure decrease. The 
Board of Education has been presented with several financial challenges this 
year and has had to make difficult decision while forwarding our mission 
to position our students as favorably as possible when they embark on 
whatever their “next” is. Because of your continued support, the students 
in the Oneonta City School District are afforded that opportunity through 
a robust and well-rounded educational experience. I proudly share that the 
Oneonta City School District continues to lead the region with their rigorous 
programing and extra- and co-curricular offerings. This proposed budget 
equates to an estimated 2.28% increase in the total tax levy. The final tax levy 
will be set by the Board of Education in August.

As you can imagine in light of the fiscal challenges facing our state, this 
budget process was very challenging. We received decreased State Aid funding 
and Foundation Aid was flat. This reality plus increases in NYS Teacher and 
Employee Retirement systems contributions forced us to make some very 
tough decisions. We have also faced significant increases to the cost of our 
Health Insurance adding to an already challenging fiscal situation. Ultimately, 
the result of all of the aforementioned was a budget gap in excess of $700,000 
that needed to be closed. As you will note in the detail section of our report, 
we were able to close this gap and still stay true to our instructional objectives. 
Through attrition, the suspension of some purchases, and a variety of other 
cost-saving measures, we will still be able keep class sizes at a level throughout 
our district designed to promote opportunities for our faculty and staff to 
forge positive relationships with our students. We are fortunate because we 
have schools filled with adults who truly subscribe to the belief that kids won’t 
care about what you teach them until they know that you care about them. 

Currently, fiscal challenges abound in public education but we will 
continue to serve our students and our community in the best possible 
capacity. Your continued support is what makes this all possible and for 
that—I thank you.

As this will be a budget vote and Board of Education member election 
through absentee balloting, I encourage you to visit our website www.
oneontacsd.org for additional information.

Your approval of this budget will enable the Oneonta City School District 
to continue to be the academic leader in our region providing excellent 
opportunities for our children.

Continued best wishes to you and your families as we navigate through 
this unprecedented health situation.

Thomas Brindley,
Superintendent

THIS YEAR, YOU WILL BE  
VOTING ON FOUR ITEMS

Budget $40,942,352

Election of two (2) Board of Education members

Proposition for two (2) bus purchases  
to be bonded.

Proposition for Capital Project to address  
underground fuel storage tank removals  

and parking lot repairs.

BUDGET HEARING
The Budget Hearing will be held on 

Wednesday, May 27 at 5:30 p.m.
Please visit the calendar on our website (www.

oneontacsd.org) for a link to the meeting.

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER ELECTION
Two positions are open for three-year terms to the seven 
person Board of  Education. Candidates running are:

Amy Burnsworth—Amy has served on the Board 
of  Education since 2014, and is currently Board Vice-
President. Since becoming a Member, she has served on the 
following committees; Finance, Academic Sub-Committee, 
Communications, and currently serves as Health Consortium 
Trustee.

Colleen Cashman—“Hello Oneonta City School District 
Families and Community! Many of  you have known me 
since I moved to the area in the capacity of  Head Volleyball 
Coach, a position I held at SUNY Oneonta from 1999-
2017 when I retired from coaching. I always enjoyed serving 
the community volunteering with my team during Into the 
Streets and other service-learning opportunities. I currently 
work on campus in the Office of  Access and Opportunity 
Programs as an ACE Counselor, advising college students 
who are both academically and financially disadvantaged 
to be successful in all areas of  their lives. My family, wife 
Nicole and twin daughters Olivia (Livi) and Gabrielle (Gabi) 
go to school, work and play sports in the community. I 
look forward to supporting you as a member of  the OSCD 
school board!”
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2020-2021 BUDGET
Resolved, to approve the Budget adopted by the Board of Education for the Oneonta City School District on May 11, 2020 for the expenditure 
of an amount not to exceed $40,942,352 to meet the estimated expenditures contained therein during the 2020-21 school year, and to levy 
the necessary tax, therefore.

Explanation: We were presented with new and very different challenges this year. Our faculty and staff  worked collectively to develop a plan 
that continues to provide outstanding educational programs and additional student support services, paving the way for student success. 
Additionally, grant funding will be used to accommodate the increasing enrollment as well as the increasing needs of  the students entering our 
educational system by adding one elementary section. Unfortunately, larger increases in the areas of  health insurance costs and stagnant state 
aid, have forced us to make some difficult choices. As a result, several staffing reductions are proposed through attrition/layoffs. This budget 
continues to provide many extra-curricular offerings district-wide for students, providing well-rounded programming both inside and outside 
of  the classroom. Additionally, after an extensive bidding and evaluation process, the district entered into a five (5) year Transportation 
Contract with Durham School Services. Use of  fund balance and breakage from staffing will assist us in balancing this year’s budget. 

Our capital portion includes necessary buildings and grounds maintenance as well as health and safety considerations, while reducing 
equipment replacement due to budget constraints. The capital portion also includes our debt service, or principal and interest payments on 
bonds to fund voter approved capital improvements. Transportation purchases (Buses) have not been included in the budget ($253,471) and 
will be listed as a proposition on the ballot, funded by future borrowing. Our state aid projections have decreased by $389,874. A majority 
of  this decrease is in the Building Aid Category as a result of  a decrease in debt service payments related to the cost of  the voter approved 
Capital Improvements. The 2020-2021 budget being presented to the voters results in an estimated tax levy increase of  2.28% or $491,942. 
This is within the allowable maximum tax levy (“Tax Cap”). 

If  the school budget is defeated, the Board of  Education has the option of  presenting the same or a revised budget for a second vote, or 
immediately adopting a contingency budget. The contingency budget must remain within a zero percent increase in taxes. The administrative 
portion of  the budget is subject to a cap. Certain non-contingent items as determined by the Board of  Education, including extra-curricular 
and athletic offerings, would be eliminated if  a contingency budget was implemented. 

Please visit our website, www.oneontacsd.org, to view details regarding the 2020-2021 budget. 

ANTICIPATED REVENUES
REVENUE 

CATEGORIES
STATE  

AID
APPROPRIATED 
FUND BALANCE

LOCAL AND 
OTHER

PROPERTY 
TAX LEVY TOTAL

2019-20  
2020-21  

% Change

$17,029,520 
$16,639,646 

-(2.29)%

$1,389,405 
$1,000,000  
-(28.02)%

$1,099,182  
$1,211,281  

10.19%

$21,599,483 
$22,091,425 

2.28%

$41,117,590 
$40,942,352 

-(0.42)%

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES
EXPENDITURE 
CATEGORIES PROGRAM CAPITAL

ADMINISTRATIVE  
(SCHOOL MANAGEMENT) TOTAL

2019-20  
2020-21  

% Change

$30,886,218 
$31,391,139 

1.63%

$6,888,581  
$6,233,802  
-(9.50)%

$3,342,791  
$3,317,411  
-(0.75)%

$41,117,590 
$40,942,352 

-(0.42)%


